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 Introduction of the author 

Severin Schroeder teaches philosophy at the universities of Oxford and 
Reading.  His main research interests are the philosophy of Wittgenstein, 
the philosophy of mind, and aesthetics.  He is the author of Das Pri-
vatsprachen-Argument: Wittgenstein über Empfindung und Ausdruck 
(Schöningh 1998), Wittgenstein: The Way Out of the Fly-Bottle (Polity 
2006), and Wittgenstein lesen: Ein Kommentar zu ausgewählten Pas-
sagen der “Philosophischen Untersuchungen” (Frommann-Holzboog, 
forthcoming).  He is the editor of Wittgenstein and Contemporary Philoso-
phy of Mind (Palgrave 2001), and is currently editing a collection of articles 
on the philosophy of literature (Blackwell).  
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 Teaching goals 

After having completed this course, the student 

- should have an overview over a British tradition in analytical phi-
losphy; 

- gain an insight into some major problems in the philosophy of mind 
and some solutions proposed for these problems in the context of 
that tradition; 

- be  made familiar with Ludwig Wittgenstein’s philosophy as an ana-
lytical tool in the philosophy of mind. 
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0 Preface 

In 1984 ANTHONY KENNY warned that ‘some of the philosophical gains we 
owe to Wittgenstein seem in danger of being lost’. 

This is not because his work has been superseded or put in the shade by the light of 
some succeeding philosophical genius.  Rather, his contribution has been neglected 
because more and more philosophers, especially in the United States, have at-
tempted to model their studies on the pattern of a rigorously scientific discipline, 
mimicking the type of precision characteristic of mathematics, and holding up [...] an 
abstract system for artificial intelligence as the goal of philosophy of mind. [Kenny 
1984, vii-viii] 

KENNY’s admonition reads as apt and urgent today as it did 20 years ago.  
Ignorance or confusion about the peculiarity of philosophy vis-à-vis the 
empirical sciences and a striving for pseudo-scientific theory construction 
are still the order of the day, uncritically accepted by most contemporary 
introductions to the philosophy of mind.  This course has been designed to 
offer to students a different approach to the subject, very much against the 
grain of current academic fashions.  WITTGENSTEIN’s profound insights, 
which have lost nothing of their relevance to philosophical debates over 
the last sixty years, are taken as a starting point. 

 In order to avoid confusion in this area it is extremely important to 
have a clear grasp of the nature of a philosophical problem, as opposed to 
a scientific problem.  This, therefore, is the topic of Chapter 1, which as a 
foundation to the rest of the course presents WITTGENSTEIN’s philosophical 
methodology, and, by demonstrating its application in a number of simple 
cases, affords the student some practical training in philosophical problem 
solving. 

 Chapter 2 contains a brief sketch of Cartesian Dualism, as a neces-
sary background to WITTGENSTEIN’s own philosophy of mind, which is the 
topic of Chapter 3. 

 Chapter 4 then, by far the longest part of the course, examines major 
issues and positions in today’s philosophy of mind. 

  




